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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE - 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS from the 
mailing date of this communication. 

- tf the period for repry specified above is lass than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will appty and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even rf timety filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 ) jxl Responsive to communication(s) filed on Jul 13, 2000 



2a) □ This action is FINAL. 2b) (xl This action is non-final. 

3) □ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayfe, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) (xl Claim(s) 1-23 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above, claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) (xl Claim(s) 1-23 is/are rejected. 

7) □ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claims are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are a) □ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
1 !)□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner, 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some* c)D None of: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 
a)D The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) 1x1 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 

1) jx| Notice of References Cited (PT0-892) 4) [J Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). 

2) O Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) Q Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) O Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s). 6| Q Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Herz. 

Herz shows all of the limitations of the claims except for specifying one database in a 
central computer. 

Herz shows, figure 2, a customized electronic identification of desirable objects, such as 
news articles (text and graphic), in an electronic media environment, and in particular to a system 
and method that automatically constructs both a "target profile" for each target object in the 
electronic media based, for example, on the frequency with which each word appears in an article 
relative to its overall frequency of use in all articles, as well as a "target profile interest summary" 
for each user, which target profile interest summary describes the user's interest level in various 
types of target objects. The system then evaluates the target profiles against the users' target 
profile interest summaries to generate a user-customized rank ordered listing of target objects 
most likely to be of interest to each user so that the user can select from among these potentially 
relevant target objects, which were automatically selected (request/transmit data units, reviewing) 
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by this system from the plethora of target objects that are profiled on the electronic media. Users' 
target profile interest summaries can be used to efficiently organize the distribution of information 
in a large scale system consisting of many users interconnected by means of a communication 
network (Internet, includes radiotelegraphic, cable and satellite). Additionally, a 
cryptographically-based pseudonym proxy server is provided to ensure the privacy of a user's 
target profile interest summary, by giving the user control over the ability of third parties to access 
this summary and to identify or contact the user. Figure 2 shows a network of servers with 
databases. Clients could also be a variety of other computers, such as computers and kiosks 
providing access to customized information as well as targeted advertising to many users, where 
the users identify themselves with passwords or with smart cards. A second function of the 
proxy server is to record user-specific information associated with user U. This user-specific 
information includes a user profile and target profile interest summary for user U, as well as a list 
of access control (defining rules for determining validity, approval) instructions specified by user 
proxy server, e.g. S2, is a server computer with CPU, main memory, secondary disk storage and 
network communication function and with a database function which retrieves the target profile 
interest summary and access control instructions associated with a particular pseudonym P, 
which represents a particular user U, and performs bi-directional routing of commands, target 
objects and billing information. The user may modify (receive modification) or deactivate an 
active query at any time while browsing. Another option is to use passive feedback by default, 
but to allow the user to examine and actively modify the passive feedback score (evaluating). 
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The system has a registration sub-system (establishing user profile). Proxy server S notifies client 
q that client q should timestamp (timestamping) its local copy of file Gi; this notification may be 
combined with the message transmitted. In the user-based approach, a pre-fetch triple 
<C,F,G> in server S's set PFT may mention any file F and any file G on the network, but is 
restricted (limiting of quantity) to clusters C that are subsets of the user base of server S. 
Column 9 shows a list of user groups. Item (e) is where the user is a student and the target 
objects are classes being offered (school and student profiles, preassigned publications). 

The use of a single database in a central computer and the use of a network of servers with 
a network of databases are equivalents in this art. It would be obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to use one massive database in one computer instead of a network of servers with 
databases in order to improve the maintainability of the system. 

Based on the discussion above, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art, at the time the invention was made, to modify the network of servers with databases of Herz 
by incorporating one massive database in one computer in order to improve the maintainability of 
the system. 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Tsevdos et al. and Green et al. show systems of interest. 
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4. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Michael Cuff at 
telephone number (703) 308-0610. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should 
be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 1 13. The fax phone 
number for this Group is (703) 872-9326. (After Final special fax number (703) 872-9327) The 
customer service number is (703) 872-9325. 




December 13,2002 



